86          .THE  STOIC  SYNTHESIS  OF

modern thought has rebelled against the supernatural-
ism of medieval religion and philosophy. The ideas of
Plato and the forms of Aristotle seemed to them far
off and unreal, and they declared against them in the
same spirit in which Goethe repudiated the idea of a
God who worked upon the universe from without
(ein Gott der nur von aussen stiesse), and was not
immanently present in nature and in the soul of
man. Just as Spinoza spoke of God and nature
as two words for the same thing, and maintained
the identity of the one divine substance which is
presented to us under the two disparate attributes
of thought and extension, so the Stoics refused to
divorce, or even to distinguish, mind and matter,
or to exalt the soul by opposing it to the body.
Hence they asserted that nothing exists which is not
corporeal or material, though they immediately quali-
fied this statement by maintaining that there is
nothing corporeal which is passive or inert, and that
all activity implies a Logos or spiritual principle.
The absolute antagonism of a purely active form and
a purely passive matter, which is the crux of the
Aristotelian philosophy, is thus set aside; and in its
place we have the relative opposition of two elements,
both of which are regarded as having ultimately the
same nature and origin, and both of which are viewed
as in one aspect material and in another spiritual.
When, therefore, the Stoics are called materialists, we